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Committee: Cabinet Agenda Item 

11 Date: 28 October 2014 

Title: PCSO Funding 

Portfolio 
Holder: 

Cllr Robert Chambers Key Decision: No 

 
Summary 
 

1. This report outlines the previous funding of Police Community Support Officers 
(PCSOs) and recommends that the council funds two new PCSOs. 

Recommendations 

 The Cabinet is recommended to  

a. Approve the funding of two PCSOs for the district for a period of two 
years each. 

b. Authorise the Finance Portfolio Holder and Director of Finance and 
Corporate Services to agree the details and start date with the Police. 

Financial Implications 
 

2. The revenue implications of this item can be met from existing budgets 
 
Background Papers 

 
None. 
 

Impact  
 

Communication/Consultation Discussions have been held with the Police. 

Community Safety Funding two PCSOs will help to promote 
Community Safety 

Equalities None 

Health and Safety None 

Human Rights/Legal Implications None 

Sustainability None 

None Ward-specific impacts Two new PCSOs will be allocated for work 
across the district 

Workforce/Workplace None 

 
Background 
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3. For the last few years the council has match funded, with the police, four 
PCSOs at a cost of about £60,000 per annum. This scheme was withdrawn by 
the police in March 2014. 
 

4. The council has now been approached by the Police to enquire as to whether 
the council would like to fully fund any PCSOs. The funding would either be for 
one or two years to be decided by the council. 

 
5. The PCSOs would be allocated to the Uttlesford area and draft principles 

under which they would be deployed are attached as Appendix One. 

 
6. The cost of the post will be approximately £35,000 each which is similar to the 

amount previously paid for PCSO funding. 

 
Risk Analysis 
 

Risk Likelihood Impact Mitigating actions 

The cost 
exceeds the 
budget amount 

1 (indicative 
figures have 
been provided) 

1 (additional 
funding would 
need to be 
sought) 

Discussions with the 
Police as per the 
recommendation 

Severance pay 
falls upon the 
council at the 
end of the term 

1 (will be 
specifically set 
out in the 
contract) 

2 (Any 
severance pay 
would be 
minimal) 

Discussions with the 
Police as per the 
recommendation 

 
1 = Little or no risk or impact 
2 = Some risk or impact – action may be necessary. 
3 = Significant risk or impact – action required 
4 = Near certainty of risk occurring, catastrophic effect or failure of project. 
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